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THE SHIP MODEL THAT SHOULD NOT BE BUILT 
by Howard I. Chapelle 


In the last twenty years there has been much progress made in marine research re=- 
lating to the structural and design features of old ships — a huge number of plans 
have been published shovring individual ships in more or less detail. Now we have some 
plans of Revolutionary men-of-war, and of merchant ships and vessels of historical in- 
terest. But the average shipmodeller is an obstinate and dissatisfied cuss and, as the 
pages of this journal have repeatedly shovm, he wants to make a model of some ship 
whose plans are not available. Is this wise? What are the risks and cost? 


Take an example = say the brig CABOT that has received mention in recent numbers, 
Here is a vessel whose plans have not yet been found and of which a variety of recon- 
® structed models exist. To begin with, all that is known of this brig outside of her 
operational history is her dimensions and class. With this can one "reconstruct" her 
appearance? The answer must be a decided NO and anyone who attempts it is fooling him 
self and others. Now, any well-made model represents many hours of hard work, Suppose 
that reconstruction is attempted and some research is done and the model is then built. 
Is the builder going to be happy when the time arrives in which the plans of the ship 
are found? Does not such an event make the model a complete waste of time? 


The reason why reconstruction is of such very doubtful value is that ships were 
not standardized in hull-form, deck arrangement or appearance, Even at best, the plans 
of old ships are incomplete enough and the necessary reconstruction of deck details and 
rig offcr enough problems, but when a reconstruction of the hull-form is added the 
whole task becomes questionable. When you have lines, some details of deck arrange= 
ment and outboard appearance, you at least have the fundamentals authenticated and if 
new information throws out details in reconstruction, at least the whole model is not 
made valucless, 


I think I can speak with slight authority on the availability of plans of noted 
American ships and this much must be said about the matter - there are at present no 
known plans of ships of the following names =BON HOMME RICHARD, CABOT, LEXINGTON and 
ALLIANCE of the Revolution, the later schooner ENTERPRIZE, the Confederatc raider 
ALABAMA and the raider FLORIDA. There is a hull model of the latter in the collection 

. of the Maryland Historical Socicty that appears to be authentic and a fine model of 

the Alabama exists in Lairds! offices in Liverpool — but no plans have yet been found, 

On your lifc = don't reconstruct these ships, however, as no one can say whether or not 

plans may not eventually turn up, 


I am particularly alarmed at the attempts at reconstruction I have seen and read 
of lately. One model was "reconstructed" on material that had no possible relation, 
other than date, to the type of vessel the original is described as belonging. What 
a waste of valuable time and work this model is! Model-builders are often obstinate- 
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minded about the matter - they take an interest in some individual ship such as BON 

HOMME RICHARD say, and after finding no authentic plan is available they proceed to 
reconstruct the ship from the keep up without the slightest knowledge of the type of 

ship represented by the original and with only the most casual and uncritical exami- @ 
nation of source material, 


In view of the huge quantity of plan material available it does seem to me that 
there is little excuse other than obstinacy for "reconstructed" models, It was brought 
home to me in England how obstinate=minded some modellers were - though there were 
thousands of authentic plans of all types of early ships in the Admiralty Collection 
in The National Maritime Museum many English model-builders were blindly accepting 
"reconstructed" material from highly inaccurate sources and were complaining about the 
lack of information. We are just as bad, how many investigate our National Archives? 


Even when the "reconstruction" is done by an experienced man it must be accepted 
as of far less value than contemporary plans, Of all plans, the "take-off" represents 
the most accurate; after this I place the "builder's plans" and, 3rd, the "original 
design", In the latter class I like to check with the offsets if they can be found as 
the lattcr too often show the original design was altered to some extent in laying- 
down. I recall two examples in my study of the sailing Navy — the schooner GRAMPUS 
and the Sloop of War JAMESTOWN; in both the drawings did not agree with the building 
offsets by marked amounts. The JAMESTOWN, for example, was much longer than indicated 
in her draught, 


In merchant ships one has to be particularly careful. My friend Minuse has such 
a problem in his study of the fishing schooner COLUMBIA. He has a copy of a tracing 
I made of the “original design" blueprint of the schooner I obtained from the late 
Louis Story. Unfortunately, this schooner was not built on her lines; the stern is 
known to have been altered in the loft but there is no clear record as to what was 
done, though it is stated that she was widened at the counter. The fishing schconer 
MAYFLOWER was another case, though the changes in her stern are recorded. In the same 
manner — it is almost impossible to work out the relation of some half-models of clip- 
per ships with their recorded custom-house dimensions. 


I mention these things to show that there are many individual ships for whom some 
authentic material exists that are still problems to the model builder. If you are 
going to spend a lot of time and effort on a model, at least be certain your plans are 
authentic and that the portions reconstructed are known to you and are understood. 
One cught to remember that accuracy in a model is of far more importance in giving a 
model valuc than fine workmanship alone, Actually, of course, the two should go to=- 
gether, but there are many well-made models built to poor plans or none at all which 
represcnt nothing more than a complete wastc of time, materials and labor, 


Curiously cnough it is not only the beginner who is guilty of going off half- 
cocked on a restoration but a number of expericnced modellers have been equally guilty. 
In some cases there has been a careful effort to produce a "similar vessel to the cho- 
Sen individual, but on the whole I have come to look upon this as wasted effort. You 
always have a nagging consciousness of possible errors in judgment or interpretation 
and my experience with Perry's NIAGARA has cured me of any more attempts at hull=line 
restoration, with partial information available, and even such matters as deck arrange= 
ment reconstruction are objectionable at best. The general deck layouts are usually 
readily established but the deck furniture is usually a matter of trouble and doubte 
In some types = packet=ships and fishing schooners for example ~ the deck details may 
be set down by decades as these craft were highly standardized in both deck arrange= 


ment and fittings. The trick is, of course, to know what was in use in a given de= @ 
cade or two. 


While we learn more with each passing year, there are still so many vacant spots 
in our line of knowledge that all must realize we are as yet in no position to do very 
(concluded on page 35) 
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Three Dimensional Portraits of Some Famous Vessels 


by A-G-LAW 


ARK ROYAL 


MAR 


Y CELESTE 


The seven illustrations shown on this page are the 
result of indulging a fascinating hobby throughout many 
years; years well spent striving to attain a full meas- 
ure of artistic beauty; - to capture the drama and lore 
of the sea, and to preserve as much historical accuracy 
as is possible in so tiny a parcel of maritime art. 

To fully comprehend the microscopic scale on which 
these miniatures have been executed,it will help if you 
will visualize those front glass panels of the cases as 
being about equivalent to the size of this page, 

M3 a Now think of the average size book on your library 
shelf, Picture this book fitting snugly into the drawer 
which is shown in the base of each shipts cabinet, All 
of these cabinets are the same size,-except for slight 
differences in drawer lengths,- to accomodate the vari- 
ations in book dimensions, The front glass of each 
cabinet measures exactly llf inches in width, just +-of 
an inch more than the height of this page, The little 
ships vary in size from five to seven inches in length 
at the water-lines, 
——EEEEEE— ; In working down to such small scale, many problems 

arise that would not ordinarily crop up while working 
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on larger projects of this nature. Even the thickness of paint or varnish is a fac~ 
tor which must be allowed for, lest that additional half thousandth of an inch of 
paint film should upset the exacting proportions of the individual parts after they 
have been assembled. Then too, there is the problem of finding suitable rigging 
materials of just the right diameters to match the many sizes of ship's ropes. 

Tension on these rigging lines becomes a serious matter. It will be quite obvious 
that any uneven tension on shrouds, stays, lifts, or braces, would create sufficient 
pressure on the delicately thin wooden masts or yards to warp them out of line, 

Ingenious methods had to be devised in order to solve this and other problems of 
assembling the rigging for permanency. Human hair was used for the very finest of 
the rigging lines, Blond hair for the running rigging with some black hair used in 
parts of the standing rigging. Cotton thread, of many different sizes, was made use 
of in both standing and running rigging. It was found that cotton thread, as it 
comes off the spool, does not possess a smooth enough finish to be used without some 
kind of treatment. The minute filaments of cotton fiber stand out from the body of 
the thread to form a fuzzy surface, Then too, cotton will expand and contract with 
climatic changes. The strong pull of a thread that has become taut, through the ab- 
sorption of atmospheric moisture, would be enough to snap off one of the delicately 
thin masts or yards, Likewise, upon drying out again, it would hang limp and slack, 
indicating either a poor job of rigging or an ill kept ship. 

To overcome the undesirable qualities of available materials, all thread intended 
for use as ropes was first thoroughly dehydrated in the kitchen oven, It was next 
soaked in shellac to impregnate the fibers against the absorption of moisture, Then 
it was cut into one yard lengths and hung up to dry, using a one ounce weight attach- 
ed to the lower end to equalize the percentage of stretch in each length. As the 
shellac became almost dry, but while still a bit tacky, the thread was drawn through 
the fingers several times to lay the fuzz of loose cotton fibers. 

Human hair required no such treatment because its surface is already quite smooth. 
Hair has the added advantage of possessing a certain amount of elasticity, When it 
is drawn up taut it remains that way and is not much affected by moisture changes, 

Another serious problem of rigging was belaying the ends of the lines. Tying knots 
was found to be impractical. The size of the knot would be almost as large as one of 
the ship's blocks and would spoil the whole proportionate effect, Everything had to 
be fastened down with a dab of cement. 

Attaching the shrouds was a particularly trying task because the slightest differ- 
ence in tension would pull the mast over or would loosen an adjoining shroud. I fin- 
ally hit upon the idea of weighting the ends of each shroud line with a quarter ounce 
Sinker, permitting them to hang in position and with equal tension, while a dab of 
cement was setting to hold them in place. 

The ratlines are of human hair but could not be fastened by knots to the shrouds. 
Each ratline was cemented in position across the shrouds and the ends sliced off flush 
with the outer shroud, using a new, and very thin razor blade for the purpose, Both 
shrouds and ratlines were then given a thin coating of black lacquer, 

Those of you who have ever rigged an eighth or quarter scale model, will readily 
understand the difficulty one is faced with when that point of the job is reached 
where you get in your own way, perhaps damaging some of the already installed rigging 
while trying to attach some inside work, This is the stage where the real salty words 
are born, Should you ever try this smaller ‘scale work, let me tell you that it is 
going to be helpful if you are a border=line case or completely nuts, 

The final design and unusual style of mounting, with decorative and historical maps, 
is something that has gone through many stages of evolution since my original attempt 
at miniature ship building back in 1933. The first one was the ARK ROYAL, flagship 
of Sir Walter Raleigh. It turned out to be a full hulled vessel, mounted in the usual 
cradle, after the stereotyped fashion of mounting ship models from the beginning of 
history. Upon viewing the work in this condition, I was not satisfied with the result 
Something was lacking that should bring out the full drama and beauty of the piece. 

At the same time while I was playing with the little ships, I had another pet inter 
est; that of drawing decorative maps and old pirate charts. 

The happy thought dawned on me that these two branches of the arts might be com 
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bined, Since they really belonged together, it was hoped they would compliment each 
other as well, 

It did not take a very long search at the N. Y. Public Library to find a 17th Cen- 
tury map of the English Channel. From the library copy, I gathered enough authentic 
details to execute a decorative map in water color that was correct and true to the 
period of Sir Walter. My drawing was next mounted on a heavy board and a depression 
gouged out in the center for the reception of the vessel up to her water=line, Map 
and board now became a base for the dust proof glass case to rest upon, 

While I am on the subject of glass cases, I would like to digress a moment to re= 
mind you that, if ever the glass protective cases were needed to keep off Finger= 


Pointers, Rigging~Feelers, or Clumsy, Ten-Thumbed-Vandals, they certainly were of great- 


er necessity in the job of protecting these delicate pieces of workmanship, For polite 

reasons, the glass case is referred to as a "DUST CASE." But do not be fooled. While 

they do have a value as dust preventers, their main function is the saving of wear 
and tear on my heart while exhibiting to friend or stranger. Most viewers should be 
compelled to wear a pair of handcuffs but I am afraid they would feel insulted if re- 
quested to do so, 

There are just two more steps in the evolution. The design of the case and base, as 
it now stood, was not very pleasing to the eye. In experimenting further, on the 
drawing board with pencil and paper, I found when the base was given more weight, it 
improved the design and gave harmony of proportion to the whole. Enlargement of the 
base was the final skillful touch, It was like the selection of just the right frame 
to set off the painting. And this is the stage where the idea of the drawer was born. 

In heavying up the base, the addition of the drawer provided excuse and reason for 
, the changed design. To further the drama, it was decided to include some documents 
or literature pertaining to the ship or its times. Accordingly, first editions of 
appropriate books were procured, rebound in period styles, and housed in the drawers 
under lock and key. Somehow, I cannot help thinking of this locked drawer as anything 
but, “DAVY JONES! LOCKER," : 

With the exception of the bookbinding, all the workmanship on map, glass, cabinet, 
and the ship, are my own, Needless to say I am quite proud of what has been accom- 
plished so far, Perhaps I shall try the leather binding of books sometime in the 
future, However, that is an art which vill require long practice before I feel cap- 
able of tackling it. 

The ultimate result is the seven little ships you have seen illustrated herewith. 
They were executed in the following order, 

ARK ROYAL, 1933. The original vessel was built for and used by Sir Walter Raleigh 
as his flagship. The details are based on an old print in the MacPherson 
Collection, Royal Naval Museum, Greenwich. The decorative map details were 
taken from an old map in the Ford Collection, New York Public Library, 

FLYING CLOUD, 1934. From plans and research by George Dannenberg of New York. The 
map details were taken from an old map in the Ford Collection, New York Public 
Library. The drawer houses a finely rebound first edition of "Clipper Ship 
Era", by Captain Arthur H. Clark. 

SEA WITCH, 1935. From plans and data by Marine Research Society, Salem, Masse, Capt. 
E. Armitage McCann; and the Ford Collection of Maps, New York Public Library. 
The Sea Witch is shown resting on the map off "HABANNA" Cuba, where on March 
26th, 1856, with a cargo of Chinese Coolies, she took fire and became a total 
loss. The drawer contains an autographed first edition of Alexander Laing's, 
"Sea Witch", 

H.M.S. BOUNTY, 1937. Mounted on decorative water color map showing a portion of the 
Society Islands with the ship anchored off "OTAITI" in the year 1788, Details 
of the map were taken from an old map in the Ford Collection, New York Public 
Library, The drawer contains a first edition of "Mutiny on the Bounty" by 


@ Nordhoff and Hall. 
CONSTITUTION, 1939, From plans and research by F, Alexander Magoun; Bureau of Con= 


struction and Repair, U. S. Navy Department; and the Ford Collection of MapS, 
New York Public Library. The ship is shown anchored off the harbor of Tripoli, 
The names of the ship's commanding officers as well as her many victories are 
inscribed around the margins of the map. 
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15th CENTURY CARACK, 1948. The details for this vessel were taken from an old en- 
graving, dated 1450, and drawn by an artist who signed with marks which look 
something like our letters, (WA). The map is a water color drawing, the de- 
tails of which were taken from an old plate in the POTOLEMY ATLAS, dated 1578. 
From the New York Public Library. @ 
MARY CELESTE, 1949. The Mary Celeste was found abandoned, on the afternoon of Dec. 
kth, 1872, (Dec. 5th, sea time) at 38° 20! North, and 17° 15t West, by the 
crew of the British brigantine Dei Gratia, Reconstructed from the testimony . 
given before the Vice-Admiralty Court at Gibraltar by the crew of the Dei 
Gratia; the affidavit of John Austin, Surveyor of Shipping for the Port of 
Gibraltar; the final certificates of register issued by the United States; and : 
from pencil sketches and information given to me by the late Doctor Oliver W. 
Cobb, Easthampton, Mass, The ship is rigged just as she was found, sails 
torn, hatches off, ship's boat missing, etc. She is set on a decorative chart 
in the exact position where she was picked up by the Dei Gratia'ts salvage crew. 
The cabinet is American walnut with a drawer front of Italian walnut burljrepre- 
senting New York and Genoa, her points of departure and intended destination. 
The drawer contains the unabridged edition of Charles Edey Fayts factual 
record, "MARY CELESTE, The Odyssey of an Abandoned Ship," 


The little ships were a labor of pure love, Many happy hours of joy and devotion 
have gone into their making. But I may add, there were also some moments of blood, 
sweat and tears, with goodly sprinklings of under=-the-breath profanity, when problems 

of the moment seemed impossible or hopeless. 

Like most artists, not having a full supply of this world's goods, I found I was 
not able to keep them for my own enjoyment. The Ark Royal, Flying Cloud, Sea Witch, 
and the Bounty, were purchased by the late Robert L. Hague of New York. In compliance 
with the terms of Mr, Hague's will, these were bequeathed to the Mariner's Museum of 
Newport News, Va. They may be seen displayed in the halls of that fine institution. 

Mr. Edward Hastings Ford, ("Senator Ford") of Stage, Screen, Radio and Television, r 
purchased the Frigate CONSTITUTION, It is kept in the library of his private estate, 
Southold, Long Island, New York. 

The Carack and the Mary Celeste have remained my own property but are, at the pres- 
ent time, on loan to the Marine Historical Association of Mystic, Conn. Both may be 
seen exhibited in the Stillman Building on Mystic's fine museum grounds. 

You may have noticed that I have purposely avoided referring to my little creations 
as "SHIP MODELS." As an artist by profession, I think of them as PORTRAITS executed 
in a third dimension. To me, the word MODEL has always meant an exact working replica 
of the original subject, done in a reduced scale, My efforts could never qualify as 
SHIP MODELS under that definition, Since I felt at liberty to make the full use of 
"Artist's License" to dramatize the subjects, certain effects were achieved by the 
use of any means at hand; the privilege of the artist but not enjoyed by model makers, 

The late A , Livingston Gump, well known Art Dealer and Collector, who handled many 
fine sailor made models in his time, always referred to them as "MARITIME SCULPTURES." 

I like te agree with him except for just one thing: In my opinion, the phrase which 
he coined . MARITIME SCULPTURES, does not seem as descriptive of the little subjects 
as "THREE DIMENSIONAL SHIP PORTRAITS", 


Alexander G. Law 
Englewood, New Jersey 
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(The Ship Model that Should not be Built, continued) 
large scale. 
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much "reconstruction" on any 
In any case reconstruction can only be carried on when there is a mass 


of contemporary information available and is no job for an evening or tvo in the local 


library. 


THE HULL LINES AND OUTBOARD APPEARANCE FROM RELIABLE SOURCES, 
ONLY A HALF=MODEL TO SHOW ACCURATELY WHAT YOU HAVE RATHER THAN A COMPLETELY RIGGED MODEL 
75% GUESSWORK. 
PLETELY RIGGED MODEL, TO YOUR SGURCE MATERIAL. 


In short = DON'T ATTEMPT TO MODEL ANY SHIP FOR WHICH YOU DO NOT HAVE AT LEAST 
IT IS BETTER TO BUILD 


FIT THE TYPE OF YOUR MODEL, DECORATIVE HALF=MODEL, HULL MODEL OR COM= 
NEVER, REPEAT NEVER, TRY TO RECONSTRUCT 


LINES OF A SHIP OUT OF A FEW MEASUREMENTS FOR IT CANNOT BE ACCURATE ENOUGH AND IS MIS=- 


LEADING TO ALL WHO EVIR SEE THE MODEL. 


BELLE OF THE WEST 
(Boston "Daily Atlagt 14 May 1853 pel.) 


This is decidedly one of the most beautiful clippers in port <= a perfect seawitch~ 
which would win the heart of a sailor at a glance, 
long over all, 167 between perpendiculars, and 161 on the keel. 


She is 936 tons register, 182 feet 
Her extreme breadth 


of beam is 35 feet, and depth 213 feet, including 7 feet 7 inches height of between 


decks. 


2 feet 3 inches, 


Her deadrise at half floor is 18 inches, rounding of sides inches, and sheer 
She has almost an upright stem, but the cutwater branches outwards in 


a curve, as it rises above the middle of the wales, and terminates in a gracefull full 


female figure, robed in vestments of white, fringed with gold, 


The ship's stern is very light, most beautifully formed, and tastefully ornamented 
with gilded carved work, in which is a neat female bust, in bas-relief, 


The stern is 


nearly oval in outline, and swells both ways, and her run, like her bow, is long and 


clean, 


is buff color, relieved with white. 
and she has a half poop deck, with a house in front of it. 


She is sheathed with yellow metal and painted black above it, and inside she 
The whole height of her bulwarks is about 3 feet, 


Her after cabin has a sunk 


floor, and is beautifully wainscoted with satin wood panels, relieved by mahogany and 


other choice woods. 
cabin contains state rooms, and the anteroom two state rooms and a pantry, all fitted 
in superior style. 
house amidships, and she has a small topgallant forecastle with wing closets. 


She is built of oak and copper-fastened, and is remarkably well finished. 


It contains 6 staterooms and is elegantly furnished. The forward 


The accommodation for her crew, the galley, etc., are in a large 


tails of her fastening and construction vary but little from those of a ship of 1200 
tons, and in her outfits she has all the improvements of the day, such as Emerson's 


patent ventilators, a patent windlass, patent capstans, an improved steering apparatus, 


a circular iron water tank below, plenty of fine boats, and Flanders's patent force 


pump. 


Above all she has Forbes's rig, with the topmasts fidded before the lower mast 
head, and looks splendidly aloft. 


We are glad occasionally to see men who have inde 


pendence enough to leave the traditions of the past and adopt the improvements of the 


present, 


Every sailor, without exception, who has tried this rig, speaks of it as the 


best square rig now in use, because a ship with it is always manageable, and because 
it greatly diminishes the labor of reefing, and to the shipowner, in the long run, is 


more economical than the old rig. 


This ship was built at East Dennis, by Messrs, David & Asa Shiverick, is owned by 
Messrs, Glidden & Williams of this city, and commanded by Captain William F. Howes. 
She is loading in Winsorts Line of San Francisco clippers, and will sail in a few days. 


We cannot leave this beautiful clipper-yacht without expressing our admiration of here 


® Our dead line is the last day of each month, We have just received a fine report of 


We advise everybody to call and see her, 


She lies at the end of Commercial Wharf. 


the activities of the Afterguard from Commander Willey which we regret cannot be in- 
eluded in this issue...also an answer and sketch by Frank W. Thober of the position~ 
ing of the double topsails (Query #126) of the BELLE of the WEST which will be for= 


warded to John Shedd, 
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TRADE WITH DARK CONTINENT 
A book review by Frances Diane Robotti of Commerce and Conquest in East 
Africa by Cyrus Townsend Brady,Jr. of Melbourne, Australia. 


In Commerce and Conquest of East Africa, Cyrus Townsend Brady, Jr. has written an @ 
exotic book of a little known region, flavored with spices, ivory, gold, slaves, veiled 
women, turbaned men, bazaars, pygmies, jungles. For centuries greed for commercial 
gein brought many nations into conflict with each other and with the Sultans, Sheiks . 
and sovereigns of the East African towns and colonies he describes, Here is an authori-~ 
tative contribution to geographical history for scholars, certainly, for all interested 
in far places, for commercial traders and ethnologists. ; 


Mr. Brady delves into the misty origin of East Africa back to the fabled "Land 
of Punt't on the northern shore of Somaliland on the Gulf of Aden to which the Egyptian 
Queen Hatshepsut sent her celebrated purchasing mission, a record of which survived in 
the eolored relief carvings of her funeral temple = all occurring a century and a half 
before the reign of King Tutankhamen, The author avers that ancient commerce was far 
more extensive than most of us give it credit for = now ably supported by archeologi- 
cal findings. He devotes a large portion of the book to the rise of Portugal's power 
in Africa from Vasco da Gama's voyages until the 16th century saw nearly the whole 
trade with India and neighboring countries monopolized by this audacious, enterprising 
nation. 


Half way along, the role of Americans in East Africa is reached. From here on out, 
our interest quickens, ‘We sec shrewd Yankee captains leave New England ports for the _ 
long trek to the African coast to drive hard bargains for rich cargoes desired by mer= 
chants in Salem, Boston, Portsmouth. If you have ever visited the public library in 
Salem, Massachusetts, you will never forget the fine portrait of the sea=captain which 
hangs in what was once his mansion home. The handsome features linger in your memory. 
Finding Captain John Bertram again in Mr. Brady's book vill recall his daring trading 
exploits. Before relinquishing the helm, for the counting rooms, Capt. Bertram brought 
his Black Warrior safely to dock after a lengthy voyage in 1832 to Madagascar, Bombay, 
Mocha, Brava and Zanzibar, with the largest cargo of gum copal yet received for the 
eager makers of varnish and fine lacquers, Those familiar with Salem's glowing mari- 
time achievements will be glad to see the names of prominent mcn of Salem in the roster 
of American Consuls at Zanzibar, that green island 25 miles off the coast from Anganyi= 
ka, East Africa, famed for its cloves, sugar plantations, coffee, cocoa and spices where 
Europeans mingle with Arabs, Portuguese from the Malabar Coast of India and the Swahi= 
lis from the mainland. Space forbids even touching on the many interesting sections 

of this rich book, whose value is heightened by the personal observations of the Har= 
vard nurtured civil engineer author who not only covered the ground but made aerial 
observations during flights over the Mountains of the Moon and hidden interiors of the 
challenging land he has studied. Highly competent to discuss commercial matters such 

as international treatics, Mr. Brady's business affairs have taken him to the Philip-= 
pines, East Africa, Argentina and Australia, For thirty-six years he was stationed 


in the Argentine capital where he produced three books in Spanish and contributed to 
Buenos Aires "La Prensa", 


End paper maps, some forty photographs, many taken by the author, an annotated 
bibliography and index support his text in which you will find passages of rare prose 
and enough sly humor and philosophy to get you over any arid statistical spots, An 
unusual book well worth owning and strongly recommended to all libraries. COMMERCE 
AND CONQUEST IN EAST AFRICA by Cyrus Townsend Brady, Jr.e, published by the Essex In- 
stitute, Salem, Mass. Pricc $3.50. 


Corrections: We regret to inform the members that the name of Thomas E, Tragle, 1707 @ 
Eetty Lane Ave., Richmond, Va., was omitted from The Roster. Mr. Tragle has been a 
member for thrce years and we greatly regret this unintentional error. 


In the second chapter pags 25, Feb. issue, 5th line, please change the name INDIAN 
BELLE to INDI.N QUEEN. 
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MY EXPERIENCE WITH WOOD 
FOR SHIP MODELS 


HARRY D. HAMILTON, 


by 
By Charles M. Allan, 518 So. Greenleaf, Whittier, California 


After the first few attempts in ship modeling, nearly every fellow starts to sce 
improvement. I noticed before long that bright parts in some models, could detract 
from the true proportions, if the grain of the wood was too conspicuous, One of my 
first improvements was when I built rails and other bright work so that they would have 
a miniature appearance, My first discovery,while looking for wood to serve this pur= 
pose, was gum wood, The grain is very fine and when properly stained (light oak to re= 
present teak, mahogany for mahogany) a pleasant proportional appearance was achieved, 


My greatest encouragement was when I discovered a wholesale tropical wood company, 
2 right here in Los Angeles, It seemed unbelievable to me to see so many varieties of 
wood in one establishment. This lumber company has in stock over 00 different species 
of wood from all parts of the globe. Woods from Svitzerland to Virginia and from Calif- 
ornia to Australia, varying in hues to all colors of the rainbow, and with a density 
from cheese to almost metal, 


I obtained some genuine Swedish Pear which is perfect for rails and deck fittings 
and even genuine boxwood for dead eyes and blocks, ctc,, Alaska yellow cedar is my 
favorite for lift models as it carves like cheese and, if given a light coat of lacquer 
on the deck to prevent stain or dust from entering the soft grain, it can be scored 

almost exactly in proportion to actual planking. 


Color interests me when building a cut away built up model and I like to choose a 
dark wood, such as cherry, for frames and futtocks, to contrast with lemon wood trun= 
nels, I also like Swedish pear for clamp strakes, kocls and planks. And also beauti- 
ful white holly for decks. In fact the choice of color and density is almost unlimited, 
I use close graincd wood which does not require filler for the models but standards, 
cradles, bases and cases can be made of the coarser grains, 


Recently, while buying some special 24 x 23" material for a cherry table, I learned 
that this company would not handle retail mail orders. However, I will personally ob= 
tain at cost any wood in any quantity for the members of the Guild and ship it FOB. 
Whittier. Send me your specifications with stamped envelope and I will return an es= 
timate. Much of this wood will require reducing to size and as I have a full cabinet 
makers equipment, I will reduce to your measurements at a slight extra cost. I will 
also band saw any lift or bread and butter pattern at a slight cost. 


This is to be considered as a cooperative effort on my part, in order to supply 
rare woods which cannot be obtained locally. 
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THE GUILD SHIP MODEL REGISTRY 
by 
Willis L- Nye 


Another worthwhile project of the Nautical Research Guild is the formation of the ] 
Ship Model Registry under the direction of our member from Oklahoma City, Mr. Herbert 

S: Scott. The success of the Registry will depend upon the general cooperation of all 
members which has been a notable attribute of the Guild since its first inception. 


This new phasc of the Guild research is an effort to centralize the gathering and 
availability of ship model data and is created for the benefit of the membership as 
awhole. Many of the members are or have bcen ship modelers and it is safe to say that 
they are all intcrested in the replicas of our old shivs, It will be a valuable con= 
tribution to nautical research and it was with this thought in mind that the Ship Model 
Registry was instituted. It will also provide an inducement to the new members and 
provide a closer relationship between the members who build ship models, 


There are several other features that the Registry will provide: First, it will 
officially make a record that a specific model is in existence, who built it and the 
present owner; second, each model built or in the possession of the members will be 
officially listed and cross indexed and all pertinent technical data will be contained 
in an official file; third, The Registry will list those inodels which are available 

for sale or trade; fourth, it will emphasize the serious side of thc Guild for accuracy 
in the construction of ship models and fifth, it will instantly make known the most 
popular ship model, 

To Dr. Bernard Berenson, the Guild's Librarian, goes the honor of being the first 
to send in his ship model registration cards, The Doctor lists his CONSTITUTION and 
METEOR, both fine modcls, Fill out the entry blanks in last issue and register your 
models, More blanks willbe sont upon request. | @ 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES 


Answer to Query No. 126 of John Shedd by John Lyman -=— BELLE OF THE WEST, ‘A story 

in the "Boston Atlas" of 1853 shows that she definitely had double topsails, the 
lowers hoisting on the lower part of the topmast, beiow the lowermast caps, and 
the uppers in the usual position, 

_ Answer to Query No. i27 of Robert B. Applebee by John Tyman --Peculiar Rigse A 
Pettiauger was gcnerally two-masted, with eithcr two gaff sails or two spritsails, 
This type was widely used around New York and New Zerscy as a ferry and market 
boat. Galiot denoted a hull form rather than a rig, anc there were schooner= gal~ 
Lots ,brig-ga"io’%g and even shin--galiots, However, most North Sea galiots were 
ketch-rigged and most likely EXPERIMENT was rigged as a ketch; otherwise her papers 
would have called her a brig or schooner, Another American galiot was the HERO, 
74 tons, built at Duxbury, Mass., in 179k. 

Answer to Query 128 of John Anderson by John Lyman =—— BANDELURIEA --. If this is the 
four-masted bark, she must be the BANDANEIRA, built at Greenock by Russell in 

1885 for Denniston‘s Island Line. If she is not a four-master, I will try again. 
Answer to Query No, 132 = for lines and data of lines of an English brig of circa 185. 
Answered by John Lyman. Fincham's "Outline of Shipbuilding" (1852), opposite 

page 221 of Part 1, has a plan and Kipping's "Sails and Sailmaking" and "Masting 
and Rigging" provide ample information to rig a brig of this size and period. 


QUERIES 
suery No. 133. Will appreciate information, and details of the ship YANKEE DOODLE ; 


which was reported in Philadelphia May 1st, 1855, or what YANKEE DOODLE ships have 
you? 
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Query No. 134. I would like to see a list of people or companies from whom calendars 
illustrating ships may be obtained and I am sure there are many others, Send 
these names to the secretary. 

Query No, 135, Where can I secure details of deck of the U.S.S, KEARSARGE? 

Query No, 136. Where can I buy a good set of plans of the bark CITY OF NEW YORK? 

Query No. 137. Ship RED JACKET == where can I get pictures, plans, (lines and sail 
plans and deck) color and information etc? I intend to make a fully detailed 
model of this famous vessel if I can round up enough information, 

Query No. 138. # Can anyone tell me anything about an old barque the DOLPHIN SHELL of 
the China Sea? Is she still afloat and what is her history? 

Query No. 139.  # Has anyone a photograph of the three-masted schooner BLACK DOUGLAS, 
undersail or otherwise? 

Query No, 140, "Sharp Edges" -- this article was written by Thomas Hornsby whose 
name was unintentionally omitted. A member wants to know which side of the 
leather belt is outside after glueing — the grain or outside or the flesh side 
or inside? 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


Miles R. Mayberry, 532 S. W. 51st St., Oklahoma City, Okla. Mr, Mayberry was recom 
mended to the Guild by our artist Mr. Herbert S. Scott. With his application Mr, 
Mayberry sends us a query on the plans of the bark CITY OF NEW YORK, The Guild 
welcomes another member from Oklahoma City. 

Frederich S, Broadnitz, M. D. 667 Madison Ave., New York 21, N. Y. Our many doctor 
members will be pleased to welcome another doctor to our ranks, Doctor Broadnitz 
is interested in the history of sailing vessels and he says he is just an amateur 
who is interested in ships and who likes to build models for the fun of it, 

Capt. G,. A. Johnson, 1110 Court St., Alameda, Calif. Captain Johnson is the father 
of our member Leonard Johnson who is now on the high seas, or would have asked 
Leonard to introduce his dad, The Captain introduces himself as follows: = "I 
started going to sea March 25th, 1900 in sailing vessels from Norway; spent my 
15th birthday on the banks of New Foundland; arrived New York llth of May, 1902, 
have been in this country ever since; sailed in several ships on the East Coast; 
arrived in San Francisco 29th of January 1907. Made 10 trips in Alaska Packers 
sailing vessels = the last one the STAR of ICELAND in 1919 as first officer, 
Joined the Standard Oil Co.!s fleet and was with them until I retired last July 
lst. 26 years as master of different ships", 

Edmund Moran, 664 Bennington St., East Boston, Mass. Mr. Moran signs one of his 
letters Ed, Moran -- (Schooner Historian} and we can look forward to something 
very interesting along this line at a later date, He has written several articles 
for the "Lookout" and is recommended by its Editor, Miss Marjorie Dent Candee, 
Mr, Moran served two years in Cadet Ship NANTUCKET and two in the training ship 
MASSACHUSETTS, Has served 15 years in American ships and steamers and schooners 
in home and foreign trade, He has just returned from a voyage to the Orient on 
one of the Luckenbach line. 

Re Rogers Barbour, M. D., 1127 MeDonald Ave., Santa Rosa, Calif. It is fitting and 
proper that Capt. Leighton Robinson should recommend the Guild to the Doctor, 
In our April issue 1950 we published an article from Capt. Robinson entitled 
"Way Astern" in which he told of the sailing of the ABRAHAM RYDBERG = ex STAR of 
GREENLAND from San Francisco in January 1930. In this story the captain mentions 
"three lads" who shipped on this voyage to Dublin. One of the three men who 
signed articles on this ship is Benj, R. Barbour, our new member, who shipped as 
ordinary seaman, The ABRAHAM RYDBERG was the last square rigged vessel to sail 


Jurgen Meyer, Graf-Spee, Str. 15, Kiel, Germany, Dr. Meyer writes — "My special 
“interests dre research, development of hull and rig of 19th and 20th century sail- 
ing ships, history of each particular vessel (Roll of Honor) and ship building 
activity and ship yards, I have a large collection of nautical books and what 
is considered the largest cellection in Germany of photographs and copies of 
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(New members, continued) paintings of old sailing ships (and modern ones too) together 
with a fair number of first class negatives from which to make excellent prints.'' 

The doctor also adds, "If any of the members would be interested in books on 

German sailing shipping and ship building, I could help them to get a number of 
postwar publications in this field. eo 
Miss Angela Geele, 1415 Palisade Ave., Union City, N. J. Miss Marjorie Dent Candee, 
editor of the "Lookout" has recommended the Guild to Miss Gecle, We gather the 
following from Miss Geele's letter. "I was born in Gloucester, Mass., my father 
being Capt. Alden Geele, owner of the schooner ELSIE and also captain of the 
COLUMBIA on her maiden voyage to the Grand Banks and on subsequent trips. I was 
brought up in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, a seaport town and my maternal grandfather * 
operated a freighter up and down the coast of Nova Scotia, which accounts for my 
interest in seafaring. For a number of years I have been a hostess at the Sea= 

men's Church Institute in New York and during the last war was a hostess with the 
United Seamen's Service and with the Seamen's House, so, you will see, my interest 

is mainly in the men themselves," 

Carleton D. Morse, 570 High Rock St., Needham, Mass. The Guild was brought to the 
attention of Mr. Morse by Dr. E- Lee Dorsett. Mr, Morse'ts letter is very inter= 
esting. “I was born in New Bedford and was brought up there, My grandfather 

ovmed a cooperage and retired around the time of the Civil War, One of my uncles 

was ,ugustus G, Moulton who was practically manager of the whaling firm of Jo & 

We R. Wing most of his life, This was the last firm of agents owning any size- 

able fleet of whale ships, The CHARLES W. MORGAN was one of their vessels, 

Another uncle was a sea captain and another a cooper. Still another built whale 
boats. I lived in New Bedford while there were still numerous whalers coming and 
going so you see I come by my interests there rather naturally. For many years 

I have been collecting a library on whales and whaling as well as prints, scrin- 

shaw and implements. 

The Reverend John B. Clarke, "The Manse", Widdrington, Northumberland, Eng. Mre 

Clarke comes from a linc of seafarers and writes-=-"Dad, a minister also, and 

before 1914-18, a ¥.M.C.A, Chaplain with the North Sea fishing fleet. At the age 

of 14 I tried to trot off to sea but it did not come off, During the war, I was 

busy flying blood supplies into awkward places in the middle East, That was fine. 

I saw a good deal of sail. I saw a lovely brig off Naples once and a barquentine 

off San Spirito. I returned home much the worse for wear, having had a spill or 

two. I settled dovm as a minister (age 30), Interests —- anything that sails 
without the aid of engines, in particular, Thames Sailing Barges, Welsh Coast 

ports schooners and the colliers of Northumberland and Durham. I do some model 

work and now a full rigged ship and a galleon need overhauling. My Boys Club is 
building what the boys are pleased tc call the GOLDEN HIND. I am supposed to be 

the model building instructor but I am afraid my lads lack patience, although they 

do not lack enthusiasm, Drake would have a fit if he saw their GOLDEN HIND," 

Horatio C. Flagg, P. 0. Box 236, Ulympia, Wash. Mr, Flagg says, "For sometime I 

have intended to be a ship model builder but never having been to sea and not 

having any direct connection with nautical affairs, I found there is so much to 
learn, but I believe the Journal will be a great help to me," 

Cleveland Public Library, 325 Superior Ave., Cleveland 1, Ohio. We are pleased to 
announce that this famous library has sent us a purchase order for our Journal 

for 1951 and has ordered all available back issues. It is good to know that a 

file of our publication will be available in this important Lake City. 

Robert F, Burkinshaw, 1602 Broadway, Boise, Idaho, "I am interested in maritime his— 
tory concerning the days of sail and also the modern marine. I was with the 

Merchant Marine during the last war and shipped out of east coast ports only. 

Besides making a 15! sail boat for myself, I have made six models including the 

Yacht ATLANTIC and will next make a Victory ship. 6 
Claude H. Castle, M. D, 2156 West Adams St., Los Angeles 18, Calif. “Was in the 

Navy three years and had my own boat for thirty years in coastal waters, Have 

made a number of ship models but none during the last fey years", 
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Capt. Leighton Robinson and his Lady are bound for the United King~ 
dom via the Panama Canal--Willis Nye spent the last week end with us 
and told us all about the "Boy Voyage" dinner the afterguard tender= 
ed the Captain. Los Angeles is a port of call for the Captain and 
we have been expecting him any day now, He says the trip is a com= 
bination of business and pleasure--~he will have pleasure wherever 
he goes and so will all hands..,...Mr. Nye also told us of the many 
interesting projects the Afterguard has underway....We have had a 
‘good batting average on our queries---some have left us high and dry 
jut on the whole the answers have been forthcoming and very satis= 
factory---wonder why there are not more of them?.....The next com= 
dination meeting of the Chicago Research and Model Society and the 
local members of the Guild is called for March 17th, at the home of 
John Flynn at 1013 Ainslie Ave....KENILWORTH....A photo of Allan 
Saunders! model of the 4 mstd. bark ex STAR OF SCOTLAND, made from 
data and drawings from Vol. 1, No. 4 of the American Neptune. It is 
the best ship-in-a-bottle model we have seen. The photo and a glass 
reveal such close attention to all the minute details---with every 
‘sail set...From Dr. Berenson=-—"A very beautiful recording of 
"Shenandoah", the capstan chanty, has been made by Columbia Records, 
It is called "Across the Wide Missouri"=--it is done by Paul Weston and his orchestra... 
.."Tall Ships to Cathay" has been reprinted by Doubleday (1951)---written by Helen 
Auger; it is the story of the great American Clipper Ships and of the Seth Low family 
of Salem and Brooklyn who sailed to fortune and romance in the China Trade, price 
$3.00..eeA news clipping tells us of a man who has built 35 schooner models in two 
years and completes a model in three weeks---this is what one could call volume pro- 
duction---and the photo shows a pretty good looking job, although like some of our 
models, a "bit heavy handed"...Our sincere thanks to A, G. Law for his painstaking 
and beautiful art work for his article...And it is suggested that you write queries, 
answers and discussions on a separate page---a query from one member on "carving the 
registration numbers on the main beam" got lost in the shuffle because it was written 
in the body of a letter and now please tell us if it was the custom and practice to 
carve the registration number on sailing vessels, as in the case of the OTAGO? ecece 
Suggestions for our index---we have had two suggestions this month: one that we put 
it at the bottom of the last page--the other that we omit it entirely, It is said 
that an issue as small as ours, needs no index. The Secretary is in favor of omitting 
it---because it takes up space which can be used for more worthwhile items---what 
do you think?...We are eliminating it in this issue....Marjorie Dent Candee has 
"taken off" for Key West for a month or two. Bon Voyage...The John Sheeds and the 
little "lean=tos" have returned from a sojourn in Florida where they caught up with 
the cold weather they left New Jersey to escape, 


(Date of mailing: March 8, 1951) Harry D. Hamilton 


A QUIZ FROM FRENCHMAN'S BaY 
by Margaret N. Caldwell 
Another one for the "Brains Trust" 


A Whef t 
Bawlcy 
Cat Holes 
Eger, Eggor 
or Eagre 
Flemish Horse 
corn 
Becucing 
Billander 
Bore (Not Gun) 
Bucklcrs 


Bugalet 
Caigque 
Chappelling 
Sea Dogs 
Chinckle 
Dogger 
Fanted 
Fork beam 
Garland 
Groyne 
Holsom 


Kippage 

Koff 

Broom at 
mast head 

Ligsam 

Martcllo= 
Towers 

Garookuh 

Spurling Gate 

Woodling 

Garboard Strake 


Quant 
Remberge 
Rowse 
Dahabeh 
Jangada 
Gay Diang 
Settee 
Patile 
Pallemar 
Frigatoon 
Snow 
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4 SMALL SELECTION OF GOOD BOOKS 
Offered by Ward Keyn, 2177 iudrey Place, Los Angeles 39, Calif, 


STEAM CONQUERS THE ATLANTIC: David Budlong Tyler; Appleton 1939. From the first voy= 
age of the paddle wheeler Savannah, in 1819, to the story of the famous ships that 
supplanted sail. “An absorbing story, full of life and strife; disaster, persever- 
ance and heroism," An excellent reference work, 70 contemporary engravings; 25 
pp; dws; index; 0.P. lst ed. 00 

DOWN CHANNEL: R, T. Mclfullen; London 1949, Biographical foreword, A logediary of a 
19th century pioneer of small boat sailing. "One of the secrets of his eminence," 
writes irthur Ransome, "he was the first to emphasize that the worst danger in 
rough weather is not the sea but the land." Continuously published since 1869, 328 
pp; 16 illus; endpaper maps, $2.25 

COOPER'S NAVAL HISTORY: James Fenimore Cooper; A History of the United States Navy; 
Philadelphia 1840, Chas, Lee Lewis (Books of the Sea, etc.): "This is still a 
standard work, Some pages loose in vol. 13 some foxing, binding rubbed, But for 
a book 110 years old = in good condition§" Second corrected edition; 855 ppe 
appendix and index, Two volumeS. $5.00 

CLIPPER SHIP PRINTS & Other Merchant Ships, by Currier & Ives: Fred J. Peters: Antique 
1930. Comprises 21 large folio prints = 6x 3/4 in. and 42 small folio prints = 
5x33 in. Intro.e, a history of each ship. Size of book 11 1/yx 8 3/4 ins; dws; 109 
pp; index; out of print ($5) As new $3.00 

ADMIRAL OF THE OCEAN SEA: Samuel Eliot Morison; Little 1942; 2 volss To write a modern 
classic, the author traveled Columbus! routes, under sails; examined everything in 
writing, anywhere; then went and saw for himself} The definitive work on Columbus, 
written by a man who is a sailor, navigator and scholar (author of The Maritime 
History of Mass,), first edition; 893 pp; 50 maps, charts & illuss; index; dw; Out 
of Print 15.00 @ 

Another one volume edition; expurgated, lacking chapters on ships and sailing and the 
origin of syphillis, as well as some illus. and charts. Index; 680 pp; dw; Out of 
Print $, .00 

A CONRAD ARGOSY: Doubleday 1942, Intro & edit by Wm. McFee. Fourteen of Conrad's 
immortal stories; The Niggcr of the Narcissus, Youth, Typhoon, etc,, illustrated 
with woodcuts by Hans Mueller; corners, edges rubbed; clean and sound otherwise; 

a large book-8 3/4"x11 713 pps OP $ 3.50 

FORTY F..MOUS SHIPS: H. B, Culver; illus. by Gordon Grant; Doubleday 1938, "Their 
Beginnings, Their Life Histories, Their Ultimate Fate,.All have played their parts 
in the great drama of the Sea...from St. Paul to the Queen Mary," Eight full 
color illus; book is 113 x 84 in; 320 pp; Out of Print $5.00 

CAPTAIN PAUL: Comdr, Edward Ellsberg; 1941, "Never for any man will the memory of 
John Paul Jones fade. We met when he was plain Captain Paul, exslaver, fugitive 
and buceaneer, Under him.seewe even earned the respect of Britaints men of war, in 
the very chaps of the English Channel§" 607 pp. $2.00 

YANKEE SKIPPERS TO THE RESCUE: Felix Riesenberg; Dodd 1940. A record of gallant 
rescues on the North Atlantic by American seamen, [Illustrated with authentic 
photographs, First editions autographed; appendices, $2.50 


These prices include delivery charge, 
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